Surname 1

Name

Professor

Course

Date 

Apocalyptic Texts and their Impact on Environmental Issues 

Apocalyptic culture plays a role in assisting with environmental issues. On the one hand, this culture presents valid warnings and raises awareness about humanity’s role in the environment and the potential adverse consequences. On the other hand, some of the artifacts in this culture may be labelled as alarmist as they present what many consider to be exaggerations of the impact of humans on the environment. Environmental issues of nature, humanity, and sustainability are inherently linked in that nature is essential for sustaining humanity. Changes in nature affect human communities and cultures and in the context of climate change, the aim for humanity is to maintain sustainability with the natural environment. Humans dwell in nature and have a responsibility to ensure the sustainability of the environment. In this paper, an analysis of the value of apocalyptic literary texts is conducted to conclude on their impact in environmental issues of sustainability, humanity, and nature. 
Value of Cultural and Literary Texts

There are several criteria which make a cultural or literary text valuable and these criteria will be used to judge the select texts for evaluation. The first criterion is the persuasive power and emotional impact of the text. Literary and cultural texts should have an impact on the target population and whether emotional or persuasive, this is a criterion to consider. Secondly, the significance of the message to the target audience and the prevailing culture and times should also be considered. Literary and cultural texts present a message to the target population and its significance can be used to determine the value of that text. These two criteria will be used to judge the value of select cultural and literary texts related to the environment, specifically aspects of humanity, nature, and sustainability. 
Henry David Thoreau- Walden 

This text presents a detailed reflection and writings of Thoreau as he lived in the natural environment and the lessons he learned from it. Regarding apocalyptic nature, this text is not apocalyptic. It contains no detail of end times by any means. Instead, it is transcendentalist in that it presents the idea of going back to nature and hence the essential unity of humanity with nature (Svoboda 142). Thoreau explores the relationship between humanity and nature, portraying a process of going back to nature. For instance, he explains that "I came and went in nature as I pleased, and became a part of it" (Thoreau 63). The text shows that he had become one with nature and lived sustainably in the simple pleasures and reflective state in the natural environment. This text can be considered a non-fiction and non-apocalyptic text which advocates the connection of humanity with nature, living simply and sustainably, and abandoning the unnecessary pleasures of modern life to reconnect with the natural environment. 
Based on the two criteria outlined earlier, Thoreau’s work is highly valuable as an environmental text. First, it has a significant emotional and persuasive power. The author uses plain and straightforward language and presents a series of 18 essays reflecting on his personal experience. The text inspires the readers to return to nature and explore the essence of life, essentially becoming an existential writing in the context of naturalism and sustainability. Secondly, the message in the text is highly significant to readers. The relationship between humanity and the natural environment has been changing with time. In an era where development seemed to be in contrast with the natural environment and seemingly in a strenuous relationship, the author presented a significant message of existing in, rather than dominating the natural environment (Uhing and Tannenbaum 1). The message is not only significant but also impactful to the readers. 
Walden was written in the context of industrialization and hence fits well in the environmental debate as it sought to close the widening gap between humanity and nature. The text was written in 1854, a period when economic growth had started producing consumerism. The context of these essays, therefore, is an attempt to reject the widening gap between humanity and nature. The text was, therefore, highly impactful and has continued to be a landmark publication in humans’ relationship with nature. Walden is a masterpiece reflective on the sustainability of nature and humanity’s ability to go back to nature. As such, this non-apocalyptic and non-fiction text is highly significant to environmental issues and is persuasive on the need to go back to nature and maintain unity between the natural environment and humanity rather than a dominant relationship. 
Rachel Carson- Silent Spring 

Rachel Carson and her work began initiating environmental consciousness and her non-fiction and non-apocalypse work portrays humanity’s impact to nature. The book is not apocalyptic. However, when considering the potential consequences of failure to live sustainably with nature, the outcomes could be devastating and lead to apocalyptic outcomes. Her approach is devoid of any apocalyptic messages, though. The text outlines the environmental impact of insecticides and the fact that their impact is more than just pests (Carson 2). Essentially, the book is about nature and human interventions. One of the memorable statements from the test is that “in nature, nothing exists alone” (Carson 42). Carson seeks to bring consciousness on the issue of the interconnectedness of aspects of the natural environment. She advocates for a movement whereby humanity can enhance sustainability of the natural environment. As a seminal text, it can be classified as one of the original texts on environmental impact of human activities, specifically the use of artificial chemicals on the environment. 
The value of this text is also high compared to Thoreau’s due to meeting the two main criteria of significance and persuasiveness. The text was published in 1962 and is largely considered as the beginning of the environmentalist movement (Alexander 79). It convinced the readers that agricultural practices could actually be harming the environment and humanity as well. Therefore, it was persuasive enough to be a part of a paradigm shift in the environmentalist movement. Also, the book is very significant to the times and current culture. In the mid-century, America was booming with agriculture and the use of new technologies as well as pesticides to boost agricultural products was booming. Therefore, the message that pesticides actually harmed the environment and consequently were not sustainable was a significant one to the public. It is still significant today as the role of agricultural practices in climate change is identified as a crucial aspect. 
When compared to Thoreau’s work, Carson’s is more of a cautionary take but still has the same message of living in harmony with nature and sustainably so. Walden is a reflective text on the experiences of Thoreau in nature while Silent Spring is an observation of the changes that pesticides bring. The cautionary note of Carson’s work makes it apparent that in historical development, humanity’s failure to live in harmony with nature had already started causing unwanted effects. Its significance to the historical times is the growth of industries during the 20th century, population boom, mechanization, and pharmaceutical industry growth. These trends in a capitalist society drove a new industry which was based on exploitation of the natural environment. 
The Day after Tomorrow (Disaster Film)

While Walden and Silent Spring are non-fiction and non-apocalyptic, The Day After Tomorrow, directed by Roland Emmerich, is an apocalyptic field of environmental disaster. The film contains many themes of apocalyptic literature. First, it is centered on disaster that ends the world as it is and ushers in a new era. The film is about harsh weather conditions including a storm and frost in the northern hemisphere and killing millions of America. The film is thus based on disaster and this is an environmental disaster. Compared to the other texts, it is an apocalyptic film because it presents a dystopia and treats the events of the end of the world as imminent (Muwaffaq, Komar, and Armandaru 212). These characteristics make it an apocalyptic film. As with other apocalyptic films, the message is a warning one. It presents warnings about climate action. For instance, the main character warns the US vice resident to evacuate the northern states and the president downplays this message as alarmist (The Day after Tomorrow). The failure to heed to climate change warnings leads to death and strife in the film. The plot and idea align with apocalyptic films. 

In the assessment of value, the film it is also valuable as a literary artifact for environmental movement. The film presents the unforgiving nature of climate change. The topic and portrayal evoke an emotional response of fear of such events happening in the future. Therefore, it is an emotionally-charged film, making it persuasive and meeting the first criterion of the value of literary and cultural texts. The second criterion of the significance of the message is partially met. The approach of the film is that the apocalyptic event is already happening. The film portrays the apocalyptic event that leads to the deaths of people due to extreme weather. The message here is subtle that unmitigated climate change could lead to such events. The film makes a statement about humanity’s role, albeit in a reactive nature such as taking heed to escape harsh climate realities. When compared with Walden and Silent Spring, the message is not as persuasive in this film. 
The contexts of nature, humanity, and sustainability are clearly reflected in this film. The film acts as an obvious warning of what climate change may cause in the future and hence focuses on the political aspects such as the inaction of heads of state. This is a relevant area of focus especially in the contemporary society where there are divided opinions on the role of humanity in affecting nature. The lack of political willpower to make policies and adhere to them to avoid these extreme events is one of the core themes. One of the most significant challenges today is the lack of consensus and politicians failing to honor their promises on climate change action (Kamarck par. 5). The film’s approach, therefore, is effective and connects aspects of humanity, nature, and sustainability. The extreme weather event is seen as a result of humanity failing to maintain a sustainable relationship with the natural environment. 
12 Monkeys (Apocalyptic Science Fiction Film)

12 Monkeys, like The Day After Tomorrow, is an apocalyptic film because it paints a dystopian future where humanity is almost wiped out. The idea of the film is that a virus almost wipes out humanity and those who remain live underground. With the power to time-travel, a prisoner is sent back in time to investigate the virus and stop it (12 Monkeysa). The dystopian nature, focus on pessimistic components, and the doom of humanity make it an apocalyptic artifact. The cause of apocalypse in this film is not necessarily to blame on the humanity collective. However, the culprit who releases the virus, Dr. Peters, is intent on killing humanity to stop their gradual destruction of the environment (12 Monkeys). The apocalypse, in this film, is a punishment for environmental degradation, making the film ultimately concerned with the environment. 
Although 12 Monkeys is emotionally intense, it does not provide a significant message rather entertainment to its audiences. The film is emotionally intense as it paints a dark, dystopian future where the surviving humans live underground. The events present a desperate and destitute nature of humanity. There is a lack of sustainability in the film and hence humanity lives in a poor condition. The film evokes fear of such apocalyptic events. Regarding the message, the film presents no significant message. Overall, it portrays an ill-informed scientist who seeks to save the natural environment through extinguishing humanity. This film presents no clear environmental message to the audience. It only presents a hint of an ill-informed individual leading to the apocalypse based on rationale of defending the natural environment. Its value to environmental debates regarding nature, humanity, and sustainability, therefore, is limited. 
The film has no clear link to contemporary cultural context and hence presents no significant impact. This film is essentially alarmist and presents a possible dystopian future based on science fiction. It is meant largely for entertainment purposes. Although set in the contemporary society, it presents no cultural connection. Compared to the other film reviewed above, this is less convincing and impactful as it has no significant cultural connection. Apocalyptic texts are usually creative and predictive of the future and that is precisely what 12 Monkeys has done. However, it has no significant link to contemporary environmentalist issues. It therefore has no significant contribution to the environmental issues. 
Comparison of the Texts 

The select texts are two non-fiction and non-apocalypse books and two fiction films and the difference in texts outlines clear differences in the analysis of the environmental issues. On the one hand, the non-fiction books are persuasive not only because they focus on contemporary and significant issues but also because they are candid. Thoreau’s text is a reflection of personal experiences written in simple language and straight-forward communication of the key issues. This makes the book persuasive. Carson’s is a narrative of the changes she has observed and how they are connected to environmental issues. The two films present what seems as an exaggeration of dystopic events. The written and non-fiction text has more touch with reality than the films because they present true events. The type of the texts, therefore, has a significant difference on the impact that they cause on environmental issues. 
In comparison, the non-fiction texts are more impactful as they are realistic, persuasive, and significant to the topics of nature, humanity, and sustainability. Thoreau’s work is prescriptive on how to live a good, sustainable lifestyle in connection with nature (Svoboda 133). It is, therefore, not only persuasive but also ever significant. Carson also proposes how to address the question of sustainability when using pesticides and hence her work is significant and relevant to contemporary practice. Elsewhere, The Day After Tomorrow, while entertaining and emotionally appealing, lacks a clear statement on environmental issues. Similarly, 12 Monkeys also lacks a clear message regarding environmental matters. Among the four, the two seminal written works are the most significant in contributing to environmental conservation efforts. 
Conclusion 

Apocalyptic culture is not impactful in environmental issues as it may lack clear and significant messages compared to non-fiction texts. Apocalyptic texts are based on some future dystopian event that leads humanity to its brink or decimation. They are pessimistic and also present the risk of being alarmist and not being taken seriously. The two apocalyptic films reviewed in this essay lack a clear environmental message and hence make no significant impact on environmentalism. In comparison, two non-fiction and non-apocalyptic works reviewed are considered seminal works in the industry and have a huge impact on the environmental movement. The role of apocalyptic texts in environmental issues is limited but candid and non-fiction texts have a significant contribution to environmental issues and ideas. 
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