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The Challenger Disaster
The Challenger disaster changed and shaped NASA in profound ways. First of all, it made NASA set up an independent oversight body called the Office of Safety and Mission Assurance (OSMA). One of the key objectives of this body was to ensure that NASA embraced safety in all aspects of its operations (Fleiss & Qian, 2021). The other change that the organization witnessed is that it created a safety culture program that emphasized the importance of reporting safety concerns and making decisions based on safety considerations.

The Challenger disaster greatly affected schoolchildren. Although NASA had planned the event to inspire school children to explore the field of science and space exploration, this was not the case. The disaster greatly negatively affected the mental state of most children. Since many children across the nation watched in horror as the Space Shuttle exploded, they were traumatized by the experience (Fleiss & Qian, 2021). In response, NASA and many organizations initiated many reforms which intended to reassure them about the safety of space exploration. NASA astronauts and officials spoke to school groups, and programs were created in a bid for providing educational resources about the Space Shuttle program and space exploration. 

The Challenger disaster had a profound impact on the perception of space exploration among school children. For instance, it made them view space exploration as not only a glamorous and exciting endeavor. Instead, they noticed that there were also many risks connected with space exploration. That is, for most children, they realized that space exploration could be dangerous and it had a lasting impact on their attitudes towards science, engineering, and space (Fleiss & Qian, 2021). Finally, other children viewed that they should focus on safety and engineering in space exploration, to improve safety measures for future space missions. The question I have is how did the death of Christa McAuliffe, who had been selected to be the first private citizen in space affect school children?
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