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Feminist Methodology
Kiguwa, P. (2019). Feminist approaches: An exploration of women’s gendered experiences. Transforming research methods in the social sciences: Case studies from South Africa, 220-235.

Kiguwa places gender at the center of research by delving into feminist approaches in a bid for studying women's gendered experiences in South Africa. He argues that gender is not just a binary concept. Rather, it is also socially constructed. Thus, he considers that people should be aware of the way gender plays a key role in intersecting with other social categories like race, class, sexuality, and so on. The author advocates for feminist methodologies that prioritize the voices and experiences of women. These women are the ones who have historically been marginalized in research. Such involves opposing traditional research methods that have often excluded women's experiences. Besides, Kiguwa pays attention to the importance of reflexivity. This involves identifying the positionality of the researcher as well as its effects on the research process. That is, accepting and addressing power dynamics in the research connection, including the power imbalances between the researcher and the researched. In general, by emphasizing gender, the author outlines the need to recognize the voices of marginalized groups, particularly women, in social research.

Both Kiguwa's article and Natasha Behl's interpretivist approach focus on the importance of centering women's experiences and perspectives in the study. They both stress the need of understanding the complexity as well as the diversity of women's experiences and be grounded in an understanding of power relations and social inequalities. In addition, they both outline the need for reflexivity and self-awareness on the part of the researcher and a critical investigation of the researcher's positionality and biases that may influence research findings.  Both of them acknowledge that research is not neutral and that the researcher's subjectivity is vital in shaping or influencing research outcomes. Furthermore, they both posit that feminist research should focus on women’s voices and their experiences. In this context, research methods can be designed in ways that allow for meaningful participation by women.

Nonetheless, there are further disparities in their approaches. For instance, although Kiguwa concentrates on the use of participatory research methods that involve women as active partners in the research process, this is not the case with Behl’s approach. In Behl's approach, she concentrates on the use of in-depth interviews and ethnographic methods in a bid for understanding the subjective experiences of women. In addition, in Behl’s article, she highlights the significance of reflexivity and self-awareness on the part of the researcher. She also talks about the need to examine how social structures and cultural norms shape women's experiences. On the other hand, whereas Kiguwa further emphasizes reflexivity, he pays attention to the need to critically examine assumptions and biases that may influence research findings. In general, whereas both approaches share some things in their approach to feminist research, they further have different emphases and strategies for understanding women's experiences and perspectives.
Reference
Kiguwa, P. (2019). Feminist approaches: An exploration of women’s gendered experiences. Transforming research methods in the social sciences: Case studies from South Africa, 220-235.

