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Use of ChatGPT in K-12 Schools
1. Introduction 
We live in a technology era where technology is a life form. New technology innovations are made every day, and people are fast embracing them. The rationale for quick adoption is the great convenience that technology brings. It increases humans' capacity to do things, restructuring their social and physical worlds (Winner 25a). Nonetheless, technology has positive and negative effects. Before adopting technological innovation, humans should assess these effects to determine whether the negative effects of those innovations will outweigh the positive effects (Winner 26a). This will increase their understanding of various technologies, which will subsequently inform their choices concerning their adoption. ChatGPT is a recent technological innovation that OpenAI has made. The program seems to be a threat to learning as it can generate responses to academic prompts (Shen-Berro par. 3). New York City has banned the use of this technology in schools. I support banning of ChatGPT in K-12 schools due to the potential negative impacts of this technology. 

2. Engage the Opposition

Any technology that is introduced has a positive impact on people’s lives. Technological innovations are created to address certain gaps and problems in society (Winner 45a). Likewise, ChatGPT has positive impacts on schools and society, by extension. ChatGP has been designed to support student learning (Elsen-Rooney par. 5). This machine learning custom-made responses to specific questions. It writes in specific styles, make logical arguments, and compiles historical facts. In light of this, it generates grammatical errors-free writing. With all these abilities affecting the main areas of learning, ChatGPT enhances student learning. It makes it easy for the student to understand the academic content (Shen-Berro par. 6). Certainly, many students have had a hard time understanding and conceptualizing the various concepts taught in class. This AI technology has come to their rescue. It simplifies the academic content making it easy for them to understand. As a result, technology is instrumental in developing the student’s critical thinking skills (Shen-Berro par. 6). Students who were unable to develop convincing, logical arguments can now develop them and have used this tool. This implies that ChatGPT has a positive impact on schools and society. Schools will forego these impacts if they restrict or ban its use by their students, which will negatively impact society. 

The schools rushing to ban or restrict the use of ChatGPT are a manifestation of technological somnambulism. People’s capacity and willingness to reflect the importance of technology are low compared to their capacity to create that technology (Winner 15b). In light of this, people will inaccurately evaluate the impacts of new technologies. They may end up concluding that certain technologies are bad for them, yet they are not (Winner 17b). In this regard, people's fears about introducing some technologies are unfounded. For example, 15-20 years ago, schools feared the introduction of Google (Shen-Berro par. 8). They feared that Google could interfere with the student’s learning since they could find answers to prompts online. 20 years later, these fears have proved unreasonable. Google has enhanced students’ learning, where the availability of academic content online has made it easy for students to learn. Likewise, ChatGPT will make learning easy for the students, and this will enable schools to achieve their learning objectives. 

3. Analysis

ChatGPT is a threat to student learning due to the inaccuracy of its content. ChatGPT can generate quick answers to academic questions. While it can do this, the accuracy of these answers is the main concern. Students who use ChatGPT to answer questions may end up consuming inaccuracy content. This interferes with their learning as they cannot develop the problem-solving and critical-thinking skills needed for academic and lifelong success (Elsen-Rooney par. 7). The writing assignments that the K-12 schools have been giving are designed to develop these skills in students. With the ChatGPT’s possibility of interfering with students’ development of critical-thinking and problem-solving skills, these schools might not achieve their objective of developing responsible citizenry (Elsen-Rooney par. 5). According to Winner, technical objects developed could have political properties. Although these properties may not be explicit, they may be introduced to produce certain social consequences (Winner 11a). Some technologies may be developed to reduce people’s critical thinking and problem-solving skills to undermine their participation in decision-making. This helps some people to create subordination on them and hence maintain their power (Winner 22a).  ChatGPT seems inherently political as it threatens students’ development of critical skills, which may lower their decision-making abilities (Elsen-Rooney par. 8). This can lead to the subordination of the future generation. 

ChatGPT promotes cheating and plagiarism. These are cases of academic dishonesty, which is a barrier to student learning. Essentially, essays are the main form of assessment in K-12 schools. Educators in these schools give students essays to measure their understanding of various concepts they have taught them in class (Shen-Berro par. 10).  These educators highly condemn cheating and plagiarism as they interfere with this measurement. The major negative impact of the ChatGPT is that it will make cheating and plagiarism widespread in K-12 schools. Since this technology has the ability to generate perfect essay responses to academic questions, students will use it to write their assignments (Elsen-Rooney par. 5). This will threaten student learning since originality will be lacking in the assignments that the students will submit to school. With this, educators cannot perfectly gauge the student’s understanding of the concepts they have taught them. This is a major setback to teaching and learning as teachers will mark the essays thinking that the students have understood what they were taught (Shen-Berro par. 8). In other words, educators will think that the learning outcomes have been achieved yet are not. Students will not only become lazy but also graduate as highly incompetent. The repercussions of this may be felt later when the students are in college, whereby they will either drop out of college or record very low performances. Banning or restricting the use of ChatGPT in K-12 schools will prevent cheating and plagiarism from happening in K-12 schools. 
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