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Articles of Confederation

The Articles of Confederation posed several challenges for the fledgling nation. These issues included the lack of a unified system of taxation and a weak central government with limited powers. Under the Articles of Confederation, each state retained its autonomy, so it was difficult for any uniform policies or laws to be implemented nationally. This led to a weak central government and frequent disputes between states over trade tariffs, taxes, and currency. Furthermore, since Congress had no power to levy taxes or draft troops, it made it difficult for them to effectively manage national affairs (Gould & Zagarri, 2021). Without the ability to generate revenue through taxes or borrow money from other nations, Congress had few means to finance its plans. 

The Constitutional Convention of 1787 was rife with a debate between the delegates. One of the most prominent debates was between the Federalists and Anti-Federalists, which centered on whether to create a strong, centralized government or a decentralized one. The Federalists argued for a stronger federal government and advocated for ratification of the Constitution while the Anti-Federalists fought for more states' rights and opposed the document. Another major debate was between the smaller and larger states concerning representation in Congress. Larger states wanted proportional representation based on population whereas smaller states wanted equal representation in Congress regardless of population size.

The ratification process of the Constitution of 1787 was a lengthy process that involved an approval from nine of the thirteen states. Each state held conventions where delegates discussed and voted on the proposed Constitution (Locke & Wright, 2019). After the ninth state was approved, the Constitution became official. The ratification process lasted from 1787 to 1790.

References

Gould, E., & Zagarri, R. (2021). Situating the United States in Vast Early America: Introduction. The William and Mary Quarterly, 78(2), 189-200.

Locke, J. L., & Wright, B. (Eds.). (2019). The American Yawp: A Massively Collaborative Open US History Textbook, Vol. 1: To 1877. Stanford University Press.

