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A world without prisons

It is almost impossible to imagine a world without prisons. There will be more crimes and violence because perpetrators will not be held accountable for their actions. The rate of crime and violence will be at least two times higher than the current rate. However, some people believe that the world would be better without prisons. For example, it would save taxpayers’ money. The United States spends more than $80 billion per year to keep over 2 billion people in prison. Taxpayers also fund more than 800,000 police officers, yet they do not prevent most of the crimes. They also argue that abolishing prisons and defunding the police can save this money. They insist that the judicial system should reduce crimes using strategies like addressing the root causes of these crimes. But I still believe that prisons play important roles in protecting societies from crimes and reducing recidivism. People are less likely to commit crimes when they are behind bars. 

I believe that the fear of prison keeps most people from committing crimes. They are afraid of being caught and punished for committing crimes. They will do what they can to avoid going to prison, which will incapacitate them. Deterrence is an effective strategy for preventing crimes among young people in their early criminal careers. Studies show that people begin to change their criminal behaviors from the age of 35. The punishment in prisons should be severe enough to reduce the likelihood of criminals committing crimes in the future. For example, punishments like death sentences or life imprisonment can prevent people from committing more crimes. Other citizens will abide by laws when they see how severe these punishments are. Thus, societies will be safe and free from criminal activities and violence. 
