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Question 1

The similarity between the two articles is that they discuss the sufferings of the Jewish community hundreds of years ago. Josephine McKenna talks about the discovery of 38 skeletons in Rome over 500 years ago. This is a period where the Jewish community was persecuted and murdered under papal rule (McKenna, 2017). Most of the skeletons were adult males and some were children. The Medievalists article also talks about the discovery of 17 skeletons in Norwich. Archeologists believe that they belong to Jewish community members, who were either killed or committed suicide to escape persecution and genocide during anti-Jewish violence (Medievalist.net, n.d). The difference between the two articles is the period in which the skeletons were buried. McKenna states that the bodies were buried between the mid-14th and 15th centuries, while the Medievalists article argues that the bodies were buried between the 12th and 13th centuries. 
Question 2


I have learned that people had negative attitudes towards the Jewish community in the Middle Ages. The analysis of these skeletons indicates persecution. It shows that the Jews were murdered and buried, while others committed suicide. The archeologists ruled out natural death because there was no evidence of diseases in the bodies. Additionally, some skeletons had signs of malnutrition and poor hygiene. The murdered Jews were buried in unmarked graves during the papal rule. This shows how they disrespected the Jewish burial rituals. The Jewish community in Rome has promised to rebury the skeletons and perform Jewish funeral rituals and prayers. 
Question 3
I think the depiction of the Jewish community during the Middle Ages helps us understand anti-Semitism in the current era. Different forms of attacks, including verbal attacks and vandalism, face the Jews today. For example, the vandalism at the Shaar Hashomayim synagogue in 2021 and the Pittsburgh synagogue shooting in 2018 are some of the recent attacks against the Jewish community. The community has also been a victim of online hate speech, which promotes violence against it. Getting insights into what happened hundreds of years ago enables the modern world to understand the origin of anti-Semitism and find solution to this problem. For example, the government can implement legislation to prevent online and physical threats against Jews. 
Question 4


The level of persecution of the Jewish community is almost the same in both articles. Both show the inhumane treatment of Jews in the Middle Ages. In McKenna’s article, the persecution took place between the mid-14th and mid-15th centuries (McKenna, 2017). In the Medievalists article, the persecution occurred between the 12th and 13th centuries. However, the types of persecution are similar in both articles. The archeologists argue that the skeletons did not have signs of natural deaths (Medievalist.net, n.d). This means that the Jews were killed. Also, both describe articles how the Jews were buried disrespectfully. For instance, their graves did not have headstones.
Question 5


The overall message of the articles involves the traumatic history of the Jewish community. The articles help readers understand the periods in which the Jews lived in Rome and Norwich and how life was during these periods. Understanding the persecution of the Jewish people can change people’s perception and foster inclusion and diversity around the world rather than discriminating against them. The articles show that historical finds and archeological searches are important because they delve back into history and find information that have no written records. Archeologists analyze ancient materials left behind and connect them with the current world. Most things happening today originated hundreds of years ago. 
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