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Poems Analysis
1. A Certain Lady

Whom does the Speaker seem to be Talking?

In Dorothy Parker's poem "A Certain Lady," the speaker is addressing an unidentified woman. There is no indication of how well the speaker knows this woman, or whether they have any connection at all.
What sort of Person is he?
The speaker is a narrator who provides insight into the thoughts and feelings of an unnamed man. The man has had a relationship with this woman, and though the speaker does not describe him directly, we can infer certain details about his personality (Parker, 1926). 
Habits and Attitudes liked least
The habits and attitudes of his which I like least include the fact that he is a "tried and sickening" charmer, someone who flatters people to get what he wants. His habit of avoiding serious conversation also bothers me, as he shies away from deeper discussions. 
Telling that the Speaker is not altogether happy about his Conduct and Conversation
It is easy to tell that the speaker of this poem is not altogether happy with his conduct and conversation from the very beginning. From the first line, Oh, I can smile for you, and tilt my head, there is a sense of resignation in the way in which the speaker offers these kinds of compliments (Parker, 1926).
Reading the first twenty-two lines aloud

I would read the first twenty-two lines in a slightly mocking tone. I would use this tone because of how witty and sarcastic the language is as if Parker is talking about an old flame and enjoying having some distance from the situation.

What type of Attitude would you express to the Person Spoken to?

The type of attitude that I would express is one of the mixed emotions. On one hand, I would convey a sense of admiration for this person, as the speaker in the poem acknowledges the lady's ability to command attention and show no fear in the face of ridicule or gossip (Parker, 1926). At the same time, I would express a feeling of sadness, as the speaker hints at the loneliness and desperation she must feel to be so resilient.

The Tone that would be used for the last two lines?

The tone that I would use for the last two lines of "A Certain Lady" is one of despair. This sense of despair is most likely due to the speaker's feeling of helplessness and lack of control over what goes on while the subject of the poem is away

How would you describe the Speaker’s Personality?

The speaker in Dorothy Parker’s poem “A Certain Lady” is a jaded and cynical character who finds fault with virtually everything. He has a mocking, ironic tone, which suggests a strong dislike for the woman he is speaking to.

Behavior most Vital to the Poems Effect?

The most crucial aspect of the woman's behavior in this poem is her lack of sincerity. This is highlighted through the speaker's observations of her interactions with others (Parker, 1926). He notes that she smiles without feeling, speaks without thought, and pays attention without interest. 

2. Death of a Young Son

Margaret Atwood's 'Death of a Young Son by Drowning' is a poem that explores the pain of loss, and the longing for a departed loved one. Through the use of imagery and metaphor, Atwood conveys the emotion of grief and sorrow experienced by those who have lost someone close to them. The poem opens with a description of a shoreline landscape (Atwood, 1970). This setting serves as the backdrop to the tragedy that has taken place - the drowning of a young son. The use of imagery here helps the reader to visualize the scene and understand the emotional impact it has on the speaker. The poem then moves on to focus on the speaker's memories of their son, and how they are coping with his death. This is seen through the use of metaphors, which paint a vivid picture of the emptiness left in his wake. The poem also uses personification to further emphasize the sense of loss. The tone of the poem is one of despair. Overall, through her use of imagery and metaphor, Margaret Atwood conveys a deep sense of sorrow and loss that resonates with readers.
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