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Flooding in California

Communities in California, including East Palo Alto, have experienced intense flooding. In East Palo Alto, trees fell, power went out, and homes were flooded with brown, flood water. The impact of the flood on individuals is that more than 19 people lost their lives and about 100,000 of them were displaced from their homes (Romero, 2023). They also lost most of their possessions during the evacuation. The flood has also affected the community at large by damaging property worth billions of dollars, including cars, roads, parking lots, and tools. Community members cannot go to work and generate income to provide for their families because there are no means of transportation. Moody’s RMS, an international catastrophe risk modeling organization, estimates the economic losses of this flood range from $5 billion to $7 billion (Romero, 2023). The four phases of community disaster could have been applied to the East Palo Alto community. 

The first phase is mitigation, which involves taking measures to prevent or minimize the causes and impacts of disasters. East Palo Alto could have had long-term infrastructure that could have helped in minimizing the risk of flooding. The second phase is preparedness. The community plans and trains its members on what to do when the disaster occurs. East Palo Alto could have ensured that its members have flood insurance to reimburse them for incurred losses. The third phase is response. It takes place immediately after a disaster. In this case, the community built sandbag walls to prevent the flood water from rising onto other areas (Romero, 2023). The last phase is recovery. It involves making restoration efforts. East Palo Alto can recover by providing financial aid to the flooding victims and rebuilding damaged infrastructure. The flooding could have had adverse effects on disaster workers. For example, their tools could have been swept away by water, affecting their ability to help the victims.
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