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Religious Enlightenment

In today’s world, people celebrate enlightenment as the beginning of modernity or demonization, which conflicts with religious beliefs and leads to godless liberalism. Prominent theologians in religions like Catholic, Protestant, and Jewish influenced religious enlightenment. Examples of influential theologians include Moses Mendelssohn and William Warburton in Prussia and England respectively. The Jewish Haskala is an example of religious enlightenment. It wanted to broaden the Jews’ social and intellectual horizons and enable them to establish their position in western society (Jacobs, 2022). This movement took place in the 18th century in Germany. The word Haskala is from a Hebrew term, sekhel, which means the intellect. This movement used this term to attract the Jews to the western culture, knowledge, and secular learning. Haskala movement followers were referred to as maskilim, which means the wise. 
The goal of the maskilim was to assist Jewish people in accessing equal rights as Germans. However, they knew that achieving this goal would be difficult and would only rely on the German government’s decision to grant equal rights to the Jews. Another hindrance was that the Jewish people had a ghetto mentality; thus, they would not struggle for equal rights. The maskilim’s solution to this challenge was to encourage the Jews to speak German, which would help them access German literature and change their mentality (Jacobs, 2022). This movement has continued to impact the presence of Jews in Germany up to today. More and more Jews are living in Germany, making it one of the largest homes for Jewish people in Europe. The Jews also contributed to the current modernization in Germany. For instance, Moses Mendelssohn translated the Bible into German. The Bible also had a Hebrew commentary. The Jews were familiar with Hebrew and the translation enabled them to gain more knowledge about the German language. 
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