                                                                                                                                                          2

The Crime Scene

Name

Institution

Professor

Course

Date

The Crime Scene

The actions of police officers at a crime scene are very significant in resolving a case. Conducting a careful and thorough investigation will prevent damage to physical evidence at the scene. As the first officer to arrive at the crime scene, I am responsible for preserving the evidence that relates to the crime. Although the assisting officer is more senior than me, I will tell him to put out the fire of the cigarette butt before throwing it down because it can cause fire, which, in turn, can damage evidence that is critical to the investigation. Cigarette butts can smolder and then cause fire, which can damage the evidence; thus, affecting the investigation. Damage or destruction of evidence is acceptable only when it is necessary to help victims or save lives (Prince et al., 2021). As a first responder, I am also required to minimize the impacts of other officers on the scene of crime. This step helps in maintaining the integrity of the crime scene and reducing contamination of the scene.  
Also, the fire can harm other officers. Another responsibility is to document everything at the crime scene, including every action and movement that the officers will make. These actions and movements are likely to be subjected to an examination and cross-examination in the event of a trial (Prince et al., 2021). Therefore, I will ensure that the officers at the scene behave appropriately. I will tell the officer to stop smoking at the crime scene. If he refuses to stop dropping the cigarette butts or smoking, I will report him to the sergeant, who will handle him. Behaviors like smoking can compromise the evidence or integrity of the crime scene. Therefore, I will control how other officers behave as we assess the scene. 
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